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CLAY HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI & FRIENDS 
HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS 

 
 

JENAI CUTCHER (95) 
 

Jeani Cutcher’s creative practice spans the page, the stage, and the screen and 
includes dancing, choreographing, teaching, movie making, writing, and 
researching histories of dance. In 2015, she became the founding artistic and 
executive director of Chicago Dance History Project, for which she received the 
2019 Ruth Page Award. Jenai has performed with tap dance artists such as 
Brenda Bufalino, Michelle Dorrance, Barbara Duffy, John Giffin, Savion Glover, 
Derick Grant, Katherine Kramer, Max Pollak, and Lynn Schwab, and her own 
choreography has been presented throughout the country. She has written 
articles for several dance publications including Dance magazine and the Village 
Voice, three dance books for children, and Columbus Moves: A Brief History of 
Contemporary Dance. Her first feature-length documentary, Thinking On Their 
Feet: Women of the Tap Renaissance, explores the work of the women who 
resurrected and revolutionized the art of American tap dance and continue to 
pioneer the field. Jenai has a BA in English and MFA in Dance, both from The 
Ohio State University. In addition to directing CDHP, she teaches tap dance and 
dance history at Northwestern University and is an artist-in-residence with 
Chicago Park District. 

 
 

TAMARA HUGHES (76) 
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DR. MICHAEL C. KELLEY (61) 
Posthumous 

 

 
 
 

JUDGE LOUIS S. KOVACS (78) 
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THOMAS PHILLIPS (83) 
 

Tom Phillips grew up in Oregon and graduated from Clay in 1983. Because he is 
passionate about his community, his endeavors never took him too far. After 
graduating from Clay, he went on to study Education & Exercise Science at the 
University of Toledo. Post-graduation, Tom often found himself back at Clay, 
volunteering with Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He also continued working for 
the Oregon Rec, where he became a supervisor. Although his college years were 
interrupted by a bought with cancer, Tom went on to complete a portion of his 
student teaching at Eisenhower, and earned his Bachelor's Degree in 1989.  
 
After college, Tom spent four years serving our community as a Program Director 
at the Eastern Community YMCA. Tom spent the following two years teaching 
and coaching at Central Catholic. He also spent six years coaching wrestling at 
Eisenhower. In 1996, Tom was hired by the Toledo Fire Department. Because of 
old department rules, Tom had to move his family to Toledo for the first ten years 
of his service. But of course, they moved back to Oregon as soon as they could. 
But even after moving to Toledo, Tom was still an integral member of Heritage 
Christian Church (now called The Intersection Church) on the corner of Coy and 
Brown, for many years. Tom served as an elder, and he was also the volunteer 
youth minister for a few years. This gave him the opportunity to mentor many 
young people in our community, including Paul Gibbs, who is now the principal at 
Fassett Junior High.  
 
Upon returning to Oregon, Tom began working as a volunteer fireman for the 
Oregon Fire Department. Despite having plenty on his plate as the Captain at 
Toledo Station 9 , Tom is constantly responding to volunteer calls for Oregon, 
and has even served as Treasurer for Oregon Fire. Another benefit of moving 
home, Tom’s two youngest children transferred to Oregon City Schools. This 
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meant that Tom had the opportunity to continue his love of coaching through 
Oregon Recreation softball and basketball teams that his daughters played on.  
 
Throughout the educational journeys of his children, Tom spent many days in 
classrooms, volunteering to teach fire safety to elementary school children. But 
this did not end when his youngest daughter completed 5th grade at Coy 
Elementary. On Friday morning, January 25th, 2019, a fire in South Toledo put a 
whole family in the hospital. This family included twin girls who are in the 2nd 
grade at Marshall. Their teacher, Mrs. Tiffany Adams, had the heartbreaking task 
of trying to explain what happened to the rest of her class. She found that her 
students were missing much of the fire safety knowledge that she considered to 
be common sense. Mrs. Adam reached out to Captain Phillips, who quickly 
agreed to come talk to her class. Just this morning (01/28/19), Tom did just that.  
 
If you know Tom, you know that he is loved and respected by everyone that has 
had the privilege of interacting with him. Tom completely embodies the 
characteristics of selflessness and integrity, and models those qualities to those 
around him. Not only is he an outstanding individual, but he is a friend to all. He 
is one of those people that after talking to him for five minutes, you’ll feel like 
you’ve known him your whole life. He is kind, approachable, and will always greet 
you with a warm smile. He is a wonderful example of what it can look like for a 
Clay Alumnus to give back to the community.  
 
Pizza raises fund for fallen firefighter - The Blade  
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ROBERT ALAN POIRY (57) 
 Posthumous 

 
Robert passed away peacefully in his home surrounded by his family on 
Thursday, November 23, 2017, at 6:00 a.m. at the age of 78.  He was born 
January 4, 1939, in Arcadia, Ohio, to the late Nicholas and Frances (Richardson) 
Poiry.  Robert was the fourth born of five siblings.  Robert grew up in Arcadia and 
in the Missouri Ozark Mountains before moving back to Ohio, where he 
graduated from Clay High School. 
 
He fell in love and married the love of his life, Carol Rapp.  He raised his three 
boys on a small farm with pigs, chickens and horses, where he eventually 
designed and built his dream home, he called “Briar Rose,” on the same piece of 
land where he lived out his final days.  Robert loved blue grass music, played 
bass guitar in country-western bands, and performed with Merle Haggard, Chuck 
Berry and Jo Ann Castle of “The Lawrence Welk Show.”  He also loved drawing 
and making signs.  He owned and operated an airbrush studio and taught 
upwards of 3,000 students.  He was known as the “Yankee Doodler” for an 
international RV travel magazine, where he was the illustration artist and story 
writer.  Robert was a very active husband and father, becoming a Cub Scout 
Master of their local troop.  He loved traveling the country with his wife Carol to 
many destinations and adventures with one of the most monumental being the 
renewal of their vows in Kauai, HI, for their 25th wedding anniversary.  Robert 
enjoyed snowmobiling in Yellowstone National Park next to the buffalo; he 
enjoyed his homebuilt VW dune-buggy, his Model A Ford, Arctic Cat ATV, 
snowmobiles and RV motor home. 
 
Robert served in the Ohio National Guard for eight years.  He worked multiple 
jobs at a young age before becoming a Toledo policeman, where he transitioned 
into a plain clothes inner city homicide detective.  He started the “Police Shield” 
newspaper.  He also served as a trained hypnotist producing hand drawn 
sketches of assailants by victim’s descriptions for the police department.  Robert 
was also an actor on an episode of ‘the Dead Files – Demon Wars”, which aired 
on TV. 
 
Surviving Robert is his wife of 56 years, Carol; sons, Robert Jr. (Catherine) of 
Rossford, John (Rebecca) of Millbury and Matthew Poiry of Pemberville, 
grandchildren, Kelly, Jacob (Jona), Garrett and Jesse Poiry; Brothers William and 
Nicholas (Marilyn) Poiry; and mother-in-law, Violet Compton... He was preceded 
in death by his brother, Patrick Poiry and sister, Kathleen Benore. 
 


