
 

JET FLASH 
Week of February 1, 2021 

Follow us on Twitter @JerusalemJets 
Like us on Facebook @JerusalemElementarySchool 

 
 

Communication is critical to making this school year a success for everyone. If 
you have any questions, comments, and/or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me at 419.836.6111 or at ​jstraka@oregoncs.org​  ​Please join 
ClassDojo for reminders/updates sent directly to your phone.  For more 
information, contact your child’s teacher.​  We always look to continuously 
improve, so your feedback and involvement is always welcome.  Follow us on 
Twitter @JerusalemJets 
 
Important Information and Updates: 
From Mr. Straka: 
We had a fantastic week, and the kids seem to be adjusting well to being back 
at school.  We are looking forward to having them back 5 days/week soon!  
 
POP TABS: 
As we have done in the past, we are collecting POP tabs 
for the Ronald McDonald House.  These get cashed in for 
money for their food program.  It may not seem like 
anything to us as we throw them in the recycling bin, but 
it does have weight and value to them.  Just have your 
child turn them into the office and we will deliver them 
to the Ronald McDonald House. 
 
ICE Safety Talks: 
During the week of February 1st, Officer Costanzo will be doing ICE Safety 
talks with all of our students.  Be sure to ask your child(ren) to share what 
they have learned. 
 
Virtual Frost Fest on February 6: 
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Oregon School's Foundation's annual winter fundraising event called 
Frost Fest will be VIRTUAL this year on Feb. 6, 2021.  OSF raises funds 
for all grades and all buildings in our district.  

● A new Reverse Raffle feature has been added. $50/each; Only 
400 tickets.  Deadline to purchase tickets:  Jan 29th or until 
SOLD OUT. 

● Top 3 Reverse Raffle Prizes: $3,000, $1,500 and $500.  
● Purchase Reverse Raffle Tickets here: 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/d3sK3-ZwIf9bpH
5azGDUfQ 

● Online Silent Auction will begin on Jan 28th. 
● Frost Fest Event Registration Link will be provided soon. 
● Anyone can view or bid on auction, after registering at the 

Frost Fest Event link. 
● Anyone can watch the Live Stream Event on Feb. 6, after 

registering at the Frost Fest Event link. 
● No purchase necessary to watch the event. 
● See attached flyer.  ​Frost Fest 2021.jpg  
● Check out OSF Facebook page here: 

www.facebook.com/OSFOhio  
● Below are just a few things OSF has done for our schools 
○ Clay – Organic Chemistry; Polarimeter & Melt Station; Biology 

Microscopes 
○ Fassett – Full size Digital Clavinova Piano, Hands On Carpentry in 

Combs Class 
○ Ike – Backstage sound equipment. Yoga mats, vocational task 

boxes (soon to be instruments) 
○ Coy – climbing wall, Coding equip for STEAM 
○ Starr – Sensory walk, Playground Playscape, yoga mats 
○ Jerusalem – Magic Tree House novel set, Marker Board Desks, 

Older - Climbing wall and Sensory Path 

 

 

 

Grab and Go Meal Program: 
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Vicki B. Laurell 

Oregon City School Food Service Supervisor 

419-725-3380 

 
Jerusalem Face Masks: 
If you had ordered and paid for Face Masks, they are in and we will place them 
in their teacher boxes.  There are a few extras.  It is a first come, first serve. 
$10.00 each.  If there is enough of a need we can order more of specific sizes 
as was offered in Nov/Dec.  Contact the office for more information.  

 
 
 



 

 
Health/Safety Reminders/Update: 
 
As vaccines are starting to come into our area, below are a few reminders: 

● If you have gotten the vaccine you are still asked to wear a mask.  This is 
to protect those that have not been vaccinated.  Face Masks are for the 
other person's protection. 

● Pre-register to get the vaccine using the link below.  You will be notified 
when/where it is available. 
https://toledolucascountyhealthdepartment.formstack.com/forms/covi
d19_vaccine_preregistration 
 

Proper wearing of a Face Mask 

● Wash your hands before putting on your mask 
● Place it on your nose and mouth and secure under your chin 
● Try to fit it to the side of your face  
● Loop around your ears.  If a little too big, twist the ends and then over 

the ears. 

Important things to remember 

●  Nose needs to be covered 
●  Wash your mask after a day of wearing.  Ideal to have more than one to 

be able to switch. 
●  Do not touch the inside where all the moisture is.  Fold insides together 

and move to laundry. 
● Disposable (paper) masks are intended only for a single use. 

 
Cool/Cold Weather and Outside Recess: 
This is a reminder that we GO OUTSIDE for recess daily.  ALL students need to 
have coats, hats and gloves.  Please make sure all items are labeled with the 
students’ names on them.  Coats need to be ​zipped ​when they are outside, 
since Jerusalem Elementary is always extra cold and windy.  We need to keep 
the students WARM and HEALTHY.  Please stress to them to zip up, stay warm 
and have FUN. 
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Meet the Staff: 
 

 
 
Many of your students see additional teachers in the building and we would 
like to introduce them to you.  These are our Title I teachers.  They assist with 
reading and comprehension skills. 
 
Ms. Kristen Padgett  has been with us a few years.  She is a graduate of Genoa 
High School.  She pursued her love of children with a degree at Bowling Green 
University.  She lives at home with her mom and the family of 3 cats.  In her 
spare time  she also works with the Clay Marching Band majorettes. 
 
Mrs. Jodie Mason is new to our team this year.  She is an alumni from Clay 
High School.  She went onto University of Toledo.  After many years of 
working in the medical field and subbing in Oregon she found that she loves to 
help the children and changed what she wanted to do every day.  We are glad 
to have her.  She is married to Ben.  They have two children.  CAM is a student 
here  and Lukas is resting in heaven.  They have some family pets with 
interesting names - Cat, Lemon; Dog, Pepper and a Gecko, Chicken.  Lemon 
Pepper Chicken.  Yummy!  
 
Ms. Stephanie Wonnell  is also new to our team this year.  Stephanie is a 
graduate of Genoa as well.  She received her teaching degree from Bowling 
Green University and did her student teaching in the district.   She is a mother 
to two daughters, Summer and Autumn. They have pets named Sky & Sadie.  I 
am not sure if they are dogs or cats or ????.  You will have to ask her for more 
details.  Her motto is “whatever is best for the students”. 
 

 
 
 



 

Grade Level and Team Updates: 
 
Kindergarten-Information regarding Valentines Day and Mid year conferences 
were sent home from your classroom teacher. All kindergarten classes have 
been working very hard with blending sounds, reading words and books and 
preparing our little ones for first grade. Review these skills with your child 
daily. As always, thanks for all you do!  
 
1​st​ Grade- Next week in ELA we will begin reading ​The Koala Who Could ​by Jim 
Field and learning about having a growth mindset, central message-what the 
author wants us to learn, reviewing suffix -ed; and introducing long /o/ 
spelling words with the o_e pattern. In Math, we will be introducing Chapter 
10: representing data. Also, we are going to have Ice Safety with Officer Jeff 
next week. Again, thanks for everything that you do. Stay warm and have a 
great weekend!  
 
2​nd​ Grade-The Second graders are being asked to decorate a valentine box 
with your help AT HOME.  The valentine box may be sent to school on 
February 12th, the day of the party.  Students may also bring valentines to 
share with their classmates.  Due to safety precautions we are asking that the 
valentine cards be sent to school by Monday, Feb. 8th.  Please make sure the 
cards are not addressed to specific students, just have your child sign their 
name.  Please make sure your child brings a valentine card for each child in 
the class.  Check with your child’s teacher for the number of students in their 
class.  Have a great weekend! 
  
 
3​rd​ Grade- Happy Friday! Information regarding Parent/Teacher Conferences 
and the Valentine’s Day party was sent home this week. Please check your 
child’s HW folder. Next week, we will continue reading ​The Chocolate Touch 
and working on informational writing. We will be doing an experiment 
involving rocks this week in Science. The students are learning about 
equivalent fractions in Math. Have a great weekend! 
 
4​th​ Grade- We have some special events planned for the next few weeks!  First 
of all, an informational letter was sent home regarding Valentine’s Day. 
Students are permitted, but not required, to bring in cards and/or WRAPPED 
treats on Feb. 12.  If you send in cards, please do not address them to any 
specific students.  Secondly, Yearbook contest information went home as well. 
 
 
 



 

Entries are due Feb. 12.  Also, conferences are approaching on Feb. 16.  Look 
for a letter in your child’s mail.  Lastly, we are going to have Ice Safety with 
Officer Jeff next week.  Have a good weekend!  Stay warm! 
    
Physical Education with Mr. Allen- We are excited to begin our new yoga and 
mindfulness adventure here at Jerusalem! Thanks to a social-emotional 
learning grant, yoga mats have been purchased for every K-4 student in 
Oregon City Schools! Students may keep their yoga mats to encourage this 
wonderful lifelong activity! 
  
Yoga and mindfulness practices have been shown to improve student 
learning, social-emotional development, stress management and overall 
wellness. Starting next week, we will begin to focus our physical education 
lessons on various yoga poses and mindfulness exercises.  This unit will last 2 
weeks.  After the 2 weeks, your child will bring home their very own yoga mat! 
  
We hope your student is excited about this learning opportunity! We are 
thrilled as a staff to begin this new adventure with them! 
  
Music with Mrs. Reinhart - This week in Music, the 4th graders are working on 
reading notes on the staff. Second and third graders are practicing new 
rhythms while Kindergarten and 1st graders are practicing steady beat and 
starting rhythms.  
 
STEAM with Mrs. Minnick-  This week in STEAM, the K-2 students finished 
their artwork inspired by Paul Klee.  They learned about the color wheel and 
how to blend chalk pastels.  Third graders worked on exploring things that are 
conductive using Makey Makey, and fourth graders are learning all about a 
CAD program called Tinkercad in preparation for 3D printing. 
 
Box Tops for Education: 
Please see the attached. ​ Local stores that you can scan receipts and Jerusalem 
will get credit for any items that qualifies.... COSTCO, Kroger, WalMart and 
Meijer.   Help us earn money while you are shopping.  Thank you. 
 
DINE TO DONATE: 
There were no winners for the January 5th D2D.  No one ordered.  Mark your 
calendar, the next D2D is scheduled for ​February 2​, watch for more details. 
Thanks for supporting our school!  
 
 
 



 

 
 
Connecting Kids to Meals: 
September 8, Connecting Kids to Meals will provide free dinners Monday 
through Friday to anyone 18 years old and younger. Meals will be available 
between 4:00 and 5:00 at the Oregon Branch Library, while supplies last. No 
reservation required. 
 
Oregon Recreation Department Info: 
The following link will direct you to information from the Oregon Rec Dept. 
https://www.oregonohiorec.com/ 
See below for the attached flyer from the Oregon Rec and upcoming activities. 
 
JPG NEWS: 
All parents of current students are welcome and encouraged to attend 
monthly JPG meetings.  We discuss a variety of topics and plan a vast majority 
of exciting Jerusalem events.  All meetings will be held virtually at 7:00 pm via 
Zoom until further notice.  Visit the FB page for more information.  Below is a 
list of dates for upcoming meetings: 
 
February 8, 2021 

March 11, 2021 

April 14, 2021 

May 10, 2021 

We hope to see some new faces and meet some great parents in this upcoming 
school year.  

Thanks,​ ​Jerusalem Parents Group  

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS: 
Did you know that you can earn money for Jerusalem Elementary School by 
shopping at Kroger??  All you need to do is sign up at the website below, and 
present your Kroger Plus Card when checking out!  All money that we raise is 
used for the students in the form of assemblies, rewards, and much more. 
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/ 
 ​This period is from August 1 to October 31.  We earned ​$558.72​ from 96 
shoppers.​   Thanks for taking the time to do this!! 
 
CLOTHES BIN UPDATE: 
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Did you know that ​JERUSALEM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ​and ​Clothes Bin​® 
have partnered to collect and recycle old clothing, shoes and textiles?​  So, 
please do not throw them away!  ​Just place the items in the ​green​ recycling 
bin in our parking lot. ​  Every pound of recycled items supports our school! 
 
There must have been a lot of cleaning out in ​December.  We received a check 
for $82.39​!  This helps our Environment and makes you feel good cleaning out. 
See the flyer below for more information! 
 
Jerusalem’s Facebook Page: 
Jerusalem is excited to introduce our new Facebook page!  Check us out at 
https://www.facebook.com/JerusalemElementarySchool 
 
Jerusalem Elementary is on Twitter:  
Jerusalem’s Twitter account is now active.  Please follow us @JerusalemJets to 
see some of the great things happening at Jerusalem Elementary! 
 
ClassDojo:  
ClassDojo​ is a communication app for the classroom. It connects teachers, 
parents, and students who use it to share photos, videos, and messages 
through the school day. They use ​ClassDojo​ to work together as a team, share 
in the classroom experience, and bring big ideas to life in their classrooms and 
homes.  Jerusalem teachers may be using ClassDojo in a variety of ways within 
their classroom throughout the school year.  Not all teachers are currently 
using this tool within their classroom at this time, as it is their choice.  Some 
teachers will continue to communicate with parents through email, phone, 
newsletters, etc.  ​However, we encourage you to sign up for ClassDojo to 
receive important building updates/messages from Mr. Straka​. 
Information on signing up for ClassDojo will be sent home from your child’s 
teacher. 
  
OCS FLYER Distribution Center​:  
Oregon City Schools has a Flyer Distribution Center with the purpose of 
communicating school and community information in a centralized location. 
Many of the flyers for district-wide and non-OCS events and activities you 
might normally find in this newsletter, will now be posted on this centralized 
site. Please visit the site here:  
https://www.oregoncityschools.org/PublicationsFlyerDistributionCenter.asp
x 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

February 
2 Dine to Donate:  Marco’s Pizza 
8 JPG Monthly Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
10 2nd Grade InView 
11 3rd Grade InView (select students)  
15 Presidents’ Day, No School 

16 Spring Conferences, No School 
 

Have a great week! 
 
  

 
 
 



 

 
 

  The Jerusalem Elementary School ​Student of the Month ​program is for those students 
who continuously do the right thing. The program is based on qualities such as character, 
leadership, and citizenship. This is not based solely on academics. The student of the month is a 
diligent student, completes his/her assignments on time, shows a strong effort to learn subjects to 
the best of their ability, is prepared for class, and has good classroom participation. 

The student of the month demonstrates excellent behavior in and out of the classroom, is 
well mannered, and respectful to both peers and adults. The student of the month displays 
excellent citizenship by working together with classmates in a cooperative attitude. Lastly, the 
student of the month demonstrates character through his/her compassion, honesty, 
trustworthiness, responsibility, optimism, and loyalty by helping to create a positive school 
environment. 

Each classroom will acknowledge one student per month to be the Student of the Month. 
Nominations will be done by the classroom teacher(s) and other staff members within the 
building. Teachers are encouraged to use the following guidelines:  
 
RESPECTFUL 

o Honest, trustworthy, and respectful  
o Polite and respectful towards other students, staff, volunteers and all guests and visitors.  
o Uses kind and positive words  
o Listens to the speaker (teacher or peer)  
o Be respectful to themselves, each other, their school and their community  

 
RESPONSIBLE 

o Follows directions and gives 100% of their best effort in class.  
o Student is a positive role model by example. 
o They are actively engaged in their learning.  
o Student follows class and school rules.  

 
READY 

o Comes to school prepared and ready to learn.  
o Uses class time wisely and completes class work in a timely manner. 
o Student participates and puts forth good effort in all areas 
o Student arrives to school daily and on time 

 
Each nominated student will be acknowledged at the end of the month by enjoying pizza and 

juice with Mr. Straka, and a special prize will be given. Also, look for the names of these 
students to be displayed on our Student of the Month bulletin board! Acknowledgement days 
will take place on the last Friday of the month, unless otherwise specified. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 




