The forty-nine
Clay HS 2017
National Honor Society
members completed

Aug. 16

Volunteer
Service Hours

to fulfill their inductee
requirements in one year.
Averaging
81 hrs. per member,
with 50 hours the
minimum requirement.

Sept. 30

Friday
Oct. 13

Hall of Fame
Dinner

Distinguished Alumni
and Athletic Hall of Fame
Tickets: $20/person
$150/table of 8
Event 6 pm – 11 pm

Homecoming
Game

Clay vs. St. John’s Jesuit
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Saturday

CHAFA event
Tickets: $15, pay at gate
Event 7 pm – 12 am
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DISTRICT of CHOICE!
In order to provide the best public education
available to our students and remain a great
district of choice, district leaders remain
committed to implementing initiatives and
activities that reinforce these goals.

Rigor

OCS students will graduate
prepared for college, career
and life.

The Oregon Board of Education has
approved a five-year STRATEGIC PLAN
that includes the five goals described
in the graphic.
In order to provide the best public
education available to our students,
we will continue to enhance our
services, implement objectives
and take the steps necessary
to accomplish these goals.

2

OCS will prepare, develop
and support effective educators
and employees.

3

OCS will promote Tradition, Family,
Community, Safety and Respect in the decisionmaking and the culture of the school district.

4

OCS students will have the opportunity
for a comprehensive school experience.

5

OCS will utilize our financial resources in a fiscally
responsible manner to maximize student success.

5721 Seaman Road
Oregon, Ohio 43616

Many faces - One Family!
o

3,976

Sept. 16

Groove in
the Grove

Stay Connected!
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Saturday

Aug. 16 Grades 1-12,
no 5th & 7th
Aug. 17 Grades 1-12,
no 6th & 8th
Aug. 24 First day Kindergarten
Questions: 419.693.0661

The mission of the Oregon City Schools Board of
Education is to maintain a safe and secure learning
environment that provides all students with the
opportunity to obtain the knowledge, skills and
abilities necessary to be successful in the 21st century.
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First Day
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OCS

Oregon City Schools has a
plan, and will implement
this plan to ensure
students are prepared
to succeed after
graduation!
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Important OCS Dates
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Starr Elementary
491 Students
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Coy Elementary
412 Students
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Lucas County EMA. This date was a scheduled
staff training day with no school for students
district wide. However, almost 50 high school
students volunteered to come in to simulate
school day activities.

PA I D
TOLEDO, OHIO
Permit No. 216

Eisenhower Intermediate School
588 Students
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TRADITION
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An active shooter drill was executed on May 19
involving intricate detailing and execution with
City of Oregon Police and Fire, Jerusalem Twp.
Fire Dept., Lucas County Sheriff’s Dept. and

www.oregoncityschools.org
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Success

After a safety briefing by Sgt. Tony
Castillo of Oregon Police, teachers
and students were released to classrooms to begin the drill. The drill role
played an active ‘shooter’ in the
building and the response to this
crisis by teachers, students, administration, police, fire, EMT and media.
Feedback included; Calee Reynolds,
Senior-CHS ‘17, said, “I’ve been in
OCS all my life K-12, through many
drills, and nothing prepares you for
the emotion of what today felt like.
At the meet up point, I couldn’t
imagine in a real life situation, hoping
your friends walk through that door.”
Marisa Vislay, Senior-CHS ‘17, stated,
“I felt like I knew what I was supposed
to do, but I froze in the moment I
was faced with.” Kerrigan Murphy,
Senior-CHS ‘17, responded, “I’m glad
I chose to participate because I’m
heading to college and I feel better
prepared on how to respond.” OCS
continues to focus on the safety of
staff, students and our community.

5721 Seaman Road, Oregon, Ohio 43616
419.693.0661
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Jeremiah Clay

Helen married James Sallee, their five children are Tamra ’60, Linda ’65, Brenda ’70,
James ’73 and William Sallee ’74. Helen has seven grandchildren that attended
Clay as well, they are the 5th generation of descendants of Jeremiah Clay.
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Rigor
partnerships
with our city’s public
services. Our COMMUNITY
is stronger as a result of these partnerships.

Oregon City Schools

Fassett Jr. High School
605 Students

Jerusalem Elementary
479 Students

Helen (Bourdo) Sallee, great-granddaughter of Jeremiah Clay, helped provide this historical
information and photo to our district. Helen was born in 1923 and graduated from CHS in 1941. She is the daughter
of Ed Bourdo and Pearl McGuire Bourdo; Pearl was the daughter of Thomas McGuire and Carolyn Clay McGuire;
Carolyn was the daughter of Jeremiah and Sarah. Helen remembers going to the church on the
corner of Seaman and Stadium as a young girl, it was called Clay Chapel. Jeremiah’s eldest
Family
son, John Clay, was said to be a carpenter and helped build many churches and the
Co
n
o
township schools in the area. Today, Helen is 93 years old.

OCS

DISTRICT DASHBOARD • Issue 2

If you have any questions, please forward to info@oregoncs.org
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Each of the schools in our district have a story describing how they were named. Many of these
stories have a FAMILY feature. Jeremiah Clay with his wife, Sarah, came to Oregon Township
from Stark County in 1851. He purchased a farm located between Corduroy and Seaman Road.
He built a home and cleared the land. Mr. & Mrs. Clay had three sons (John, Frank, Charles) and
five daughters (Hattie, Sarah, Anna, Lucy, Carolyn). Mr. Clay became one of the leading members in
the community. He donated the entire property on which the high school campus was built. In 1926,
and in his honor, the name CLAY was established as the name of the first high school in the area.

Bird’s Eye View

“Bird’s Eye View” is an accountability tool to our community, parents
and business partners to remain transparent with quality indicators.

Enrollment (as of May 1, 2017)
Clay High School
1206 Students
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Originally dads were allowed to leave the school with their child and take them to lunch. But, as
times changed it made more sense to just have them stay at school and participate in a school
lunch setting. This evolved into an outside picnic atmosphere, which
then led into the afternoon Olympics. Principal Wisely felt the
Olympics were perfect for dads since they were usually competitive
and enjoyed the outdoor activities. The car show tradition was added
in May 2008 when the new Coy building was opened. It was started by Mr. Charles Wine,
4th grade teacher and car collector. He thought it was another great event for dads to enjoy
with their children.

OREGON CITY SCHOOLS

JUNE 2017
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FAMILY

DISTRICT DASHBOARD

Principal Wisely felt there should be a day that dads could come spend at school with their children. So, he started
Dad’s Day! Dads would come to school with their children in the morning. They would go to the gym for some social
time and donuts. They got to be there for the Pledge of Allegiance and morning announcements. Then they went to
the classroom and participated in the morning class work such as spelling tests, geography and math.
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COMMUNITY

Bird’s Eye View

The Dad’s Day TRADITION was started in 1956 by Clayton
Wisely, Principal at Coy. In 1956 dads were the main
breadwinners and worked all of the time. Mom’s were
more involved with things at home and more involved with their children at school.
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Athletics
www.oregoncityschoolsathletics.org
CHAFA
www.clayalumni.com
OSF
www.oregonschoolsfoundation.org

Jane Fruth

Treasurer
Oregon City Schools
Board of Education
Carol Molnar

President
Heather Miller

Other Connections for this Issue
OCS Mercy Health http://www.oregoncityschools.org/communityalumni/mercy-health-center-at-ocs

Vice-President
Michael Csehi
Keith Kennedy
Jeff Ziviski

Most Important Change Affecting Students Today.
Recent mandate by State of Ohio, Department of Education
House Bill 487 updated Ohio’s graduation requirements to ensure that all students are ready for success in college and work.
As a result, the Class of 2017 will be the last students to take the current Ohio Graduation Tests.
The new requirements take effect with students currently in the eleventh grade (Class of 2018).
Additionally, every student in the Class of 2018 and beyond will have the opportunity
to take a nationally-recognized college admission exam (ACT) free of charge in Grade 11.
If you have a high school student graduating Class of 2018 and after,
and have any questions, please contact your student’s counselor at Clay
to stay on track for graduation.

CLASSROOM

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Arts • Athletics • Clubs • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

OCS has Increased STEM Programming K-12
at Fassett participate in during the
semester long STEM exploratory class.
Even though this program is in its first
year, it has already made a big impact
on student learning. Students develop
critical thinking skills by creating solid
functioning models of designs to solve
real world problems. The exposure to
creative design work along with the
manufacturing process paves the way
for future career paths in engineering
design. This introductory course allows
students to explore the many career
and technical course opportunities
offered at Clay High School.

Clay - Model UN Recognized
Internationally

In November 2016, two NEELI (Non-formal Education Electronic
Learning and Inclusion) delegates from Hungary spent time in
Weiker’s classroom to research and witness how she structures
her content and classroom.
Weiker started the Model UN program 15 years ago and is
one of the few programs left in the Toledo area for high school
students.

Special Education

557

Total=557 students identified
as needing an IEP for specially
designed instruction out of
3820 = 14.58% of student body

Did You Know?

14.6%
Ohio Average is 14.8%

Top

OCS holds the Top Rating of “Meets
Requirements” for Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) Report Card
requirements (Special Needs).
• Sensory rooms present in each of our
six schools serving the unique physical
needs of our students.
• 3 teachers serving 6 half-day Preschool
classes at Wynn Center for 3, 4 & 5 yrs. old.
• Local businesses have strong and
important partnerships with OCS since
1993, over 23 years employing special
needs students before and after graduation, preparing
them for transition into adulthood.
•

23+

Starr Elementary
Science Fair The
Starr Elementary
2nd annual science
fair had each grade
level represented
and many types
of experiments.

Academics

Forty-Eight Jr.
Limelighter’s
(5th-8th graders)
created some
wonderful
theater memories
in their production of “Dear Edwina Jr.”, held at Eisenhower
Intermediate School the weekend of March 24th - 26th.

Student Spotlight

We believe that every student has a story
worth sharing. By using a random selector
tool of 3,800 students, a name was selected.
Meet William Murray III, a 2nd grader at Coy
Elementary, in Mrs. Collin’s class. William
will be 8 years old on May 29th. His favorite
subject is math and his favorite activity at school is gym. What
he LOVES about Coy is the new cart of iPads they get to use.
William thinks that he might like to be a bulldozer operator
or construction worker when he grows up. William’s favorite
food is a tie between tacos and spaghetti. He was SO
excited to go to school on Dad’s Day because they have
tug-of-war. He has made many new friends, including Ian.
They like to play Nerf wars together. William is also a Cub
Scout and has a yellow stripe in taekwondo.
William’s parents are Bill and Karen (Ankenbrandt) Murray.
Karen grew up in East Toledo, moved to Oregon in 8th grade,
graduated from Clay in ’97, then graduated from University
of Toledo. Bill grew up south of Pittsburg, PA. He thought his
work related relocation would only be temporary. Karen and
Bill met through co-workers. Karen had no intention of
leaving the area, and Bill agreed to make Oregon his home.
They married and bought the house Karen’s father built,
where they are raising young William. When asked about
William’s experience at Coy Elementary, Karen stated, “It
took William awhile to find his groove, but his year in 2nd
grade has been his best. He is more comfortable now, than as
a Kindergartner, and excited to go to school each day. We
really enjoy our Coy family too. The teachers and leaders
know us by name and always say Hello. I feel like they have
William’s best interests at heart, and can see the great in him.”

Course Relevancy
Dr. Ken Miller (CHS-Class of
1968) visited 8th grade Health
at Fassett Jr. High during 1st
semester. He volunteered his
time to share his experiences
working in the mental health field as a Clinical Psychologist.
The students, along with teacher, Ms. Alison Porter truly
enjoyed having Dr. Miller for the day! He provided a lot of
insights into what the profession does and how much things
have changed over the years. Thank you Dr. Miller!
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Clay’s Model UN program
now offers a Global
Studies Diploma, through the World Affairs Council of
Northwest Ohio (WAC-NWO).

Clay Robotics Team “STEMpunks” The
team went 2-3 in the group stage at the
regional First Tech Challenge and tied for
15th out of 28 teams in their first year.

7

Social Studies teacher,
Erin Weiker’s, Model UN
(United Nations) class has
received international
attention for an example
of best practices.

Clay student Olivia Tilton had her artwork,
“Fearless King”, accepted into the 2016-17
Ohio House of Representatives Student
Exhibition representing district 46.

NU
M

New Fassett STEM Exploration
class offered
If you are
walking
the halls
at Fassett
Junior
High, you
may hear
students
comparing the amount of weight that
the bridge they created in Mr. Lashaway’s
STEM class was able to hold. This is just
one of the many project-based learning
opportunities that 8th grade students

COMMITTED TO PLAY AT
THE COLLEGIATE LEVEL
1 Volleyball
1 Softball
2 Girls Soccer
1 Football
1 Wrestling
2 Baseball

Number of wins
for most successful
softball coach
in CHS history:
Coach Brenda Radabaugh
record 500-172
as of April 27, 2017

“Tarzan” set a record
attendance in April!
Over 1300 enjoyed
the Disney classic
performed by the
CHS Limelighters
(47 Cast, 16 Crew,
13 Musicians). A $400
donation was granted
to Shelhammer/Meinke
memorial fund from raffle ticket sales. CHS Cosmetology
created performance make-up/hair.

Tarzan
Fun Facts:

8,460

Constructed

man-hours
on set construction

1,300 feet
of vines

232 batteries used in mic’s and headsets
Art in Elementary success! Oregon
Schools Foundation funds the supplies
for after school art clubs. If you are
interested in providing resources to
help this program grow, please connect
with Oregon Schools Foundation.

Fun Facts (per year 2016-17)
Band Aides

Latex Gloves

Sports Wrap Tape

Towelettes
for Lunchroom

500
WINS

• • • • • • • Alumni News • • • • • • •
Groove in the Grove
(CHAFA) An all-class
reunion, aptly named
since it’s held at Oak
Shade Grove, in
Oregon. This event
lets alumni and friends
enjoy a great time
dancing and reminiscing. Not only does this function
provide a place to meet old friends and make new ones,
it is also a great place to hold YOUR class reunion.
CHAFA takes care of the place, food, drinks and music.
All you need to do is invite your
former classmates! Event is
hosted annually in September by
our alumni organization, CHAFA.
Garrett Gray, CHS ’12, (Tiffin
University ‘17) wins the 2017
Wrestling NCAA DII National
Championship in the 285 weight
class in March.

7,250

10,000 pairs

540 rolls

117,000

stats from 2015-16
A day in the life of public education is not only what is learned in the
classroom, it encompasses many services that are provided to students
on a daily basis. Amongst the many services offered, we highlight Nursing.

Coy

5,992

Jerusalem 2,913
Starr

9,369

Eisenhower 3,062
Fassett
Clay

Did You Know?

Enrollment History Funded

OCS does not add staff to accommodate Open Enrollment
students. We are simply allowing additional students in order
to keep our classrooms full so we can continue to offer choice
academic offerings.

4000
3500
3000Technology
2500
2000
1500
1000
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4,000
3,900

• Full-time RN in each of our six schools
(for nearly a decade).
• Mercy Health Center at OCS offers
convenient on-site medical services for
sports physicals, immunizations, sick calls
and evening hours. Open to public.
Open to community. Fully functioning
pediatric doctor office.
• Full-time athletic trainer on-site to meet
athlete needs/injuries for high school and
junior high school.

3,906
5,584

++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++

Oregon Enrollment
Oregon Open Enrollment

3,800
3,700
3,600
3,500
3,400
3,300
3,200

425

man-hours
in rehearsal

SERVICES
Comparison of Lucas County Schools
Cost to Taxpayers General Fund
The cost to Oregon City School District Taxpayers is below the Lucas
County Average. We remain a good value for our taxpayers.
Ottawa Hills
Washington Local
Maumee
Sylvania
Springfield
AVERAGE
Toledo Public
Oregon City
Anthony Wayne
Swanton*
Evergreen*
Otsego*
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OCS’s five-year technology plan provides
access to technology that will enhance,
enrich and reinforce student learning.
Adjustments are made to the plan as
technologies advance, state mandates
change or needs arise. Each grade level
(K-12) is provided appropriate technology
that will allow students to learn 21st century
skills, such as communicating, collaborating with their
teachers/peers, and complete mandated online state testing.
OCS is in Year 4 of the current technology plan.

Partnership Spotlight
Mercy Health – St. Charles
Mercy Hospital: “Part of Mercy
Health’s vision for the future
includes a focus on improving
community health and wellbeing.
It is our pleasure to serve the
Oregon area and Oregon City
School district through our
partnership with an on-site health
center and on-site athletic trainer (both at Clay) and
other student programs. In addition, we provide
the community with easy access to medical care at
St. Charles and our other Mercy Health facilities,” said
Jeff Dempsey, President, Mercy Health St. Vincent
Medical Center and Children’s Hospital.
TESCO: “The partnership
between TESCO and Oregon
City Schools began over 50
years ago with the purchase
of school buses. Even though
schools buses are no longer our main product, we
look for other ways to work together. As a local, threegeneration family-owned business, we extremely value
our community and recognize how important a great
education adds to its strength. We partner with Clay’s
Auto Tech. program for trained technicians and employ
30 CHS grads, including myself,” said Bud Graham,
President and CHS ’79.

*These districts residents voted for
a school district income tax on top
of this millage

80

K-4; Coy, Jerusalem and Starr has access to
3 Chromebook labs & 8 iPads carts (30/cart)
per building
5-6; Eisenhower has access to
13 carts (30/cart) of 11” Chromebooks
7-8; Fassett has one-to-one program with
11” Chromebooks for student use
24/7 during school year
9-12; Clay has one-to-one program with
11” MacBook Air laptops for student use
24/7 during school year

PI Levy Expenditures 2013-2018
As of 3-31-2017
Improvements
$3,273,909
Technology
$2,275,160
Vehicles
$1,197,892
Curriculum
$552,107
Services Equipment
$227,166
How
we spent
PI
Fees
& Permits
$193,488
Safety
$153,163
Major Expenditures:
• One-to-one technology for grades 7-12
• Increased wireless access district-wide
• Eisenhower auditorium renovation
• Math and English textbook adoption

42%
29%
15%
7%
3%
2%
2%

Clay boiler
13 new buses purchased
• New sewer at Eisenhower
• Extended gas line to Jerusalem
• Camera upgrades in all of our schools and buses
•
•

50 Years Supporting OCS PI Levy

Thank you for continually supporting our 2 mill Permanent
Improvement (PI) Levy for 50 years. The school district will ask
voters to renew our Permanent Improvement Levy on November 7th
which funds capital improvements, technology, safety,
curriculum, vehicles and facility expenses.

2 mill May 7, 1968

2 mill Nov. 3, 1993

2 mill May 2, 1972

2 mill Nov. 4, 1997

2 mill June 6, 1978

2 mill Nov. 5, 2002

2 mill Nov. 8, 1983

2 mill Nov. 4, 2008

2 mill Nov. 3, 1987

2 mill May 7, 2013

