
For the past 10 
months, we all have 
had to adjust and 
adapt to changing 
circumstances in our 
personal and profes-
sional lives; some of 
which were mandat-
ed, and some self-
imposed.  As your 
Superintendent, edu-
cational decisions 
had to be made with 
the health and safety 
of our students, staff, and community in 
mind.  These decisions were often chal-
lenged, celebrated, criticized, and critiqued.  
I have been on a personal roller coaster of 
emotion, just like many of us have been, 
throughout the past several months.

With that said, the vast majority of 
our families handled these decisions with 
understanding and grace.  I thank you for 
that!  The hardest part is knowing many of 
our students are struggling because of the 
circumstances we find ourselves in and the 
decisions which were made.  We will work 
very hard to keep our students engaged and 
moving forward both educationally and 
emotionally as we adjust to what's next.  

With the recent roll out of a COVID 
vaccine, I believe we are heading towards a 

5721 Seaman Rd., Oregon, OH 43616                                                Volume 20 Number 1 – January 2021

A Publication of Oregon City Schools 

www.oregoncityschools.org
THE OREGON ORACLE

Superintendent's Message
THANK YOU TO THE OREGON AND JERUSALEM COMMUNITIES!

Hal D. Gregory
Superintendent 

more typical educational experience for our 
students in our schools in 2021.  My goal 
for 2021 is to find a way to fill the educa-
tional gaps created and to help heal as many 
strained relationships as possible caused by 
decisions made during the pandemic.  I ask 
our community to continue supporting your 
children's teachers, schools, and our district 
as a whole.  We truly are all in this together.  

Our community is made up of many 
frontline health care workers, first respond-

ers, mental health counselors, and others 
who are making a difference in this pan-
demic fight. Oregon City Schools salutes 
each of you for what you are doing to help 
all of us cope with our 
current reality.   

Stay Strong, Stay 
Safe, and Stay Healthy!

Go Eagles!

The Oregon and Jerusalem Township communities demonstrated 
kindness and caring during the holiday season through their generous 
donations to the Oregon Food Basket Program.  Thousands of 
canned and boxed goods, coupled with over 100 toys, were donated 
at Eisenhower on December 9th as Santa, Rudolph, “Buddy” the 
Elf, and Mr. Gregory greeted guests and collected the items. Thank 
you to Dr. Susan Orosz who allowed us to borrow her sleigh, which 
was built around 1890 and refurbished in early 2000 by an Amish 
craftsman. The Orosz family crest is painted on the back of the sleigh. 
For those who remember shopping in downtown Toledo in the 60’s, 
this sleigh held packages in a display at BR Baker’s Men’s Store. 
The sleigh is a working sleigh and used each year when snow falls.

The generosity of the community will be felt by many!  

COMMUNITY DRIVES THE WAY

Thank yo
u!

Helping Santa unload the donations are 
Jerusalem Principal, Mr. Straka (Rudolph) and 

Eisenhower Principal, Mr. Holcombe (Elf)

We can always count on support 
from OCS Board President, 
Carol Molnar

Zoie Myler won the Clay High 
Stock Contest for first semester. Zoie 
dominated from the start with her mas-
sive purchase of Apple stock and the 
immediate Apple stock split, which 
Zoie foresaw. She parlayed $25,000 into 
$117,986. Carlie Barney finished second 
with $58,889. These ladies will be man-
aging their own 401ks.

Zoie Myler, 1st Place

Carlie Barney, 2nd Place

LADIES CRUSH 
THE MARKET

Clay High School Volunteer Focus 
students participated in the city-wide 
Halloween Candy Crawl organized by 
Christ United Methodist Church.  It was 
a huge success.

CRAWLING FOR 
CANDY
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We want to thank 
the staff for helping to 
put a little holiday cheer 
at Grab and Go pickup. 
Those helping to pass 
out the Grab and Go put 
their holiday gear on for 
pickup days. Pam Newton 
also added a little touch 
as well. She enlisted her 
family to help decorate 
the lunch bags before each 
pick up. They decorated 
each bag with a joke, fun 
fact, positive saying, and 
etc. Families are so appre-
ciative of the little touch-
es. Thank you to everyone 
for helping make this time 
a little more special! 

CHEN REPRESENTS 
UNITED KINGDOM

STUDENTS CLIMB TO NEW HEIGHTS

Earlier this fall, we welcomed a very special guest to our Coy gymnasium:  a brand new rock climbing 
wall!  Thank you to the Oregon Schools Foundation for their financial support of this initiative.  Without 
them, this would not have been possible.  During the time we have been blessed to have our students in the 
building, they benefitted greatly from this new experience.  The new climbing wall quickly became a student 
favorite, and a significant part of our experience in P.E. class.  We already witnessed students’ self-confi-
dence improve, an increase in coordination, and building strength when using the wall.   Thank you again to 
Amy Hansen and the Foundation for helping to make this possible for all the students at Coy Elementary!

WHITE TABLE
Students in Mrs. Sneed’s fourth grade G/T class observed Veteran’s 

Day by reading the book, America’s White Table and setting up their 
own “White Table” display. The book tells the story of the ritual 

observed throughout 
the dining halls of 
the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marine 
Corps since the end 
of the Vietnam War.  
A table is set with 
a number of items 
including a white 
table cloth, empty 
chair, black napkin, 
single red rose, can-
dle, yellow ribbon, 
sliced lemon and salt 
– each symbolic to 
the remembrance of 
service members fall-
en, missing, or held 
captive in the line of 
duty. Solitary and sol-
emn, it is the table 
where no one will 
ever sit.

Pictured top left to bottom right:  Makenna Petranek, Advisor Erin Weiker, 
Theo Porter, Carson Snyder, Beth Suto, Jasmin El Abyad, Nick Pfeiffer, 

Derek Pfeiffer, Vicky Chen, Jessica Williams

Decorated Bags Karen Jones, Pam Jones, Jill Duwve, Angie Hales, and Deb Mottmiller. 

Students left a message for a Hero

GRAB AND GO DAYS! 

CHS Senior Vicky Chen won second place at our annual International Model United 
Nations Competition, CASC.  Clay had just nine delegates attend this year.  Two straight days 
of virtual debate posed a new and exhausting challenge that our students rose to beautifully!    
#CHSEaglePride! #2020DebateOn
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To say that COVID-19 has thrown a wrench in 
everyone’s normal life would be an understatement.    
Clay High School’s Volunteer Focus students wanted 
to figure out a way to host a Halloween event to give 
some “normalcy” to the community and still be able 
to donate to the Oregon Health & Welfare Christmas 
Basket Program. After some out-of-the-box thinking, 
Volunteer Focus was able to team up with the Toledo 
Metroparks and host the first ever Haunted Drive-Thru 

at Pearson Park. Mother Nature even jumped in on the 
“eerie” with a dark and drizzly evening. A huge thank 
you to everyone who participated. We were able to pur-
chase toys, make a monetary donation, and donate over 
800 canned goods to the Oregon Health & Welfare 
Christmas Basket Program which provides assistance 
to families with limited income in Oregon, Curtice, 
Harbor View, and Jerusalem Township, all while hav-
ing a little fun in these crazy times.

The WordMasters Challenge™ is 
a national competition for students in 
grades 3-8 that encourages growth in 
vocabulary and ver-
bal reasoning.  Each 
year, over 125,000 
students from some 
of the best public and 
private schools throughout the United 
States participate in the WordMasters 

Challenge. Unlike other language arts 
competitions for this age group – which 
focus on grammar, punctuation, spell-

ing and other lan-
guage mechanics 
– the WordMasters 
Challenge™ helps 
students learn to think 

both analytically and metaphorically.  
The contest addresses higher-level word 

comprehension and verbal reasoning in 
two ways:

• It challenges students to complete 
analogies based on relationships 
among words they have learned.

• It bases the analogies on special 
vocabulary lists, developed for 
each grade and difficulty level by 
experienced teachers, which par-
ticipants are encouraged to study 

before each meet.
Excellence in the competition will 

require both a mastery of the meanings 
of the vocabulary words (of a difficulty 
appropriate to each grade level) and 
thoughtful reasoning about the relation-
ships between these words and more 
familiar language used in the competi-
tion’s analogies.

ANALYTICAL THINKERS

8th grade: Spencer Slomka 7th grade: Zach Conley 7th Grade: Natalie Murray 6th grade: Jackson Shortridge

5th grade: Asa Shortridge 4th grade: Aria Grady 4th grade: Will Murphy4th grade: Leah Fox

BOO-TASTIC!



 The Oregon City School District complies with 
federal laws which prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal assistance. 
 Title 1 Regulation-Parents may request information 
regarding the professional qualifications of 
their child’s teacher.  
 Contact the Oregon City School administration 
building for information (419-693-0661) or visit the 
Ohio Department of Education’s website for teacher 
certification.  http://www.ode.state.oh.us/
 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin.
 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicap.
 Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex.
 The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 prohibits 
discrimination of the basis of age.
 The Oregon City School District also complies with 
the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 
which grants to parents/guardians the rights to examine 
their children’s offical school records.
 Inquiries regarding unlawful discrimination may be 
directed to Hal Gregory, Superintendent, Oregon City 
Schools, 5721 Seaman Road, Oregon, OH 43616 or 
by calling 419-693-0661

OREGON 
ORACLE
This newspaper is issued by the Board 
of Education and staff of the Oregon City 
School District. Questions raised by this 
publication or other activities of this school 
district can be answered by contacting one 
of the following individuals or places: 

Information Specialists:
Tamara Hughes 693-0665, ext. 2044
Nathan Quigg 693-0661 ext. 3308

District Office:
5721 Seaman Rd. Oregon, OH 43616
Superintendent, Hal D. Gregory
Assistant Superintendent, Dean Sandwisch
Treasurer, Jane Fruth
Dir. of Teaching and Learning,
Jennifer Conkle
Dir. of Technology, Dawn Schiavone
Dir. of Student Services, Dee Kosec
Dir. of Information Systems & Reporting,
Nathan Quigg
(419) 693-0661

Clay High School:
5665 Seaman Rd. Oregon, OH 43616
Principal, James Jurski
Asst. Principal, Greg Sigg
Asst. Principal, Beth Kohler
(419) 693-0665

Fassett Junior High School:
3025 Starr Ave. Oregon, OH 43616
Principal, Paul Gibbs
Asst. Principal, Lori Beverage
(419) 698-6008

Eisenhower Intermediate School:
331 N. Curtice Rd. Oregon, OH 43618
Principal, Tim Holcombe
(419) 836-7215

Coy Elementary School:
3604 Pickle Rd. Oregon, OH 43616
Principal, Amy Molnar
(419) 698-6010

Jerusalem Elementary School:
535 S. Yondota Rd., Curtice, OH 43412
Principal, Jeff Straka
(419) 836-7704

Starr Elementary School:
3230 Starr Ave., Oregon, OH 43616
Principal, Tricia Soltesz
(419) 693-0589

Wynn Center:
5224 Bayshore Rd., Oregon, OH 43618
(419) 698-8003

Career & Technology Education
5665 Seaman Rd., Oregon, OH 43616
(419) 693-0668
Director, Becci Bihn

School Board Members
Carol Molnar, President
Keith Kennedy, Vice President
Mike Csehi
Heather Miller
Jeff Ziviski
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Jerusalem fourth graders completed ecosystem projects for science during third quarter.  Using 
print and digital resources, the fourth graders researched unique ecosystems such as an estuary, an 
ocean, a prairie, and a coral reef.  Next, they used this knowledge of ecosystem composition, interac-
tions, and adaptations to compose informational writing.  Then, they created posters to present with 
their oral presentations.  We are so proud of their hard work and effort to meet this challenge!

PROJECT PRAIRIE
(PRAiries that InvigoRate Inquiry LEarning)
Starr students enjoyed getting outside and exploring their out-

door living lab. This fall during STEAM classes, students learned 
about native plants, animals, and insects living in and around the 
prairie. They also learned about the importance of providing a habi-
tat for pollinators like Monarch butterflies and bees.  Students went 
on a scavenger hunt to find and document as many living things as 
possible.  They had a great time!

Starr Elementary Native Prairie Habitat. 
Upper Right: Landon Pawlaczyk; Middle Right: Zahara Tawil; 

Lower Right: Zoey Ziegelhofer; Below: Caleb Lin

Leah Burket (temperate coniferous forest)
Ellie Haynes (jungle)

Dawson Stoll (mountain)
Morgan Gomoll (cave)

AMAZING ECOSYSTEM PROJECTS


