
The students 
and staff of OCS 
ended this crazy 
school year strong 
with full-time in-
person instruc-
tion throughout 
the fourth quarter 
of the school year.  
Although student 
quarantines con-
tinued, the ma-
jority of students 
were able to have 
a consistent pattern of education to end 
the school year strong.  Students at Clay 
were able to participate in many of the 
end-of-year activities including sports 
activities, honors and scholarship award 
ceremonies, senior car parade, choir 
and band concerts, school musical, and 
graduation on June 6, 2021.  Students 
at Fassett, Eisenhower, Coy, Jerusalem, 
Starr, and Wynn also had the opportunity 
to be a part of the typical end-of-year 
awards and fun activities as in years past.  
OCS continues to adjust and move for-
ward by putting the pandemic behind us 
as much as possible.  

The Oregon and Jerusalem commu-
nities were overwhelmingly supportive 
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Superintendent's Message
OCS ENDS THE YEAR STRONG!

Hal D. Gregory
Superintendent 

of our students and staff throughout the 
past two years.  It is my commitment to 
our community. We will continue to push 
forward by providing a meaningful edu-
cation which meets the needs of all our 
students.  One of the core strengths of 
OCS is that we have a pathway to success 
for every student.  We will work hard to 
fi ll the gaps for students who struggled 
during the pandemic and will continue to 

support students who thrived during the 
past year.  

Stay Strong, 
Stay Safe, and Stay 
Healthy.  

Have a wonderful 
summer!

Hal Gregory
OCS Superintendent 

PURPLE STAR 
AWARD 

Starr School is deeply honored 
to be the recipient of the Purple Star 
Award. This award, presented by the 
Ohio Department of Education, recog-
nizes schools that demonstrate a major 
commitment to students and families 
connected to our nation’s military. After 
a lengthy application process and with 
the support of Starr staff, families, and 
students, Starr is honored to be des-
ignated a Purple Star school. We are 
proud to honor those who have served 
and made sacrifices for all of us.

This year has been a very unique year! 
Students and teachers have been on five 
different schedules of remote, hybrid, and 
in-person learning.  When we heard about 
the Time Capsule Project and discussed it 
during STEAM class, it became obvious 
that the biggest change this school year 
has been wearing a mask!  The students 
were asked to reflect on their experiences 
during the pandemic and learning at home.  
Mrs. Shaheen, our Librarian, read two 
books called, Heroes Wear Masks & The 
Boy Who Saved Cleveland, which talked 
about how to help ourselves and others 
during a health crisis.  This really helped 
everyone to think about their experiences.  
In STEAM class, all of the students in 
grades K-4 came up with their own design 
to remember what they have learned or 
experienced during this unique time in our 
school’s history.  They used permanent 
markers to complete their design on an 

individual fabric square.  Those squares 
were put together to form a huge school 
mask.  We used the colors of the rain-
bow to show how each grade level bonds 
together in our Coy school community.  As 
we all know, when storms pass we look to 
see a rainbow and know that better days 
are ahead.  We are so very thankful for our 
parent volunteer, Elizabeth Steele, who 

put in a lot of time, effort, and patience 
to graciously sew the squares together to 
make our huge mask!  We honored her 
with a plant and gift card.  The mask rep-
resents this time in history.  It is our hope 
that students in the future will recognize 
the strength, flexibility, and resilience of 
our students at Coy Elementary during the 
2020-21 school year!

'STEAM'ING
FORWARD

GET FIT 
TOGETHER

A few of the Eisenhower Youth-to-
Youth members joined with some Fitness 
Club members to celebrate the end of their 
"virtual club" year together at Pearson 
Park. Students were given the option to 
celebrate "Health Awareness" by wearing 
a tee shirt or creating a sign to promote 
their cause:  autism awareness, coping 
with anxiety and/or depression, celebrat-
ing diversity, environmental awareness 
and choosing healthy foods & fitness. 
They walked several trails and stopped 
at popular areas around the park to col-
lect any trash that they saw along their 
route, while wearing protective gloves and 
masks. Students challenged themselves by 
running up and down the sledding hill and 
by creating their own obstacle course on 
the playground for fun. They also enjoyed 

Pictured from LtoR: Trystan Plantz, Keenan Barber, Micah McCoy, Abigail Lewis, Olivia 
Kesling, Maria Furtney, Madeline Nowaczyk, Anthony Guerra, Collin Garand, Erin Mentzer, 
Olivia Taylor, Leah Burket, Aubrey Swartz, McKenna Cummerow, Jordan Cummerow, 
Claire Martin. Advisors (not pictured): Mrs. Deanna Neuman & Ms. Lisa A. Stevens

some time in the "Window on Wildlife" 
by identifying and watching the variety 

of birds, chipmunks, and other species at 
play.

TIME CAPSULE TO 
TELL A STORY

This past year will hold a haunting 
place in history books. Those who lived 
through the pandemic will not soon 
forget how it affected life. History, 
though, is documented through many 
different perspectives, each one arous-
ing distinctive memories. How will the 
pandemic be remembered in the future? 
That is the question that prompted the 
Coy School Time Capsule project, with 
special consideration paid to the view 
through a child’s eyes. Students con-
templated changes they experienced 
in their daily life, both at home and at 
school.  Each grade level, then, brain-
stormed a way to communicate their 
specific memories with Coy School’s 
students twenty years into the future. 
During a school-wide ceremony on 
Friday, May 14th, those artifacts were 
placed in a time capsule and buried, 
to be unearthed and shared in the year 
2041, hopefully giving those present, at 
that time, a more personal understand-
ing of the Covid 19 Pandemic, an event 
that not only shook the world, but had 
a gripping impact on our own commu-
nity, as well.

Coy Principal, Amy Molnar, presents 
time capsule dedication plaque
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Clay Business Professionals of America 
(BPA) sent ten students to the virtual 
National Competition this year to Envision, 
Empower and Ignite in a variety of events 
from Computer Modeling to Prepared 
Speech. Congratulations to the following 
students on placing in the Top 10 at the 
2021 BPA National Conference.  This was 
the largest ever BPA National Conference, 
which also now includes international chap-
ters from Canada, China and Peru.

Senior Alexander Bolinger - placed 6th 
in C# programming.

Sophomore Zach Baker - placed 7th in 
Fundamental Web Design

Junior Zach Plavcan - placed 9th in 
Integrated Office Applications.

Senior Andrew Kessler - earned the top 
level Ambassador Torch Award for recogni-
tion in service and leadership.

RISKY INVESTING 
STRATEGY PAYS OFF

Maycie Breeden, 
a Junior at Clay, came 
on late to overtake 
the field and win 
the prestigious CHS 
Stock Contest in its 
28th year. Maycie was 
in the middle of the 
pack until the 16th 
week when she rolled 
the dice on “LINK." 
Maycie sold her entire 
portfolio and pur-
chased a single company as a strategy to 
win.

Maycie turned a starting amount of 
$25,000 into $46,587.04 in 20 weeks. That 
is an 86% gain. Wonder if your financial 
advisor can do that?  Hayden Mathews and 
Sarah Major finished second and third. 

EQUATING MATH TO MARCH MADNESS
Each Fassett homeroom had a team captain to select a random college on Selection 

Monday. Teams showed their team spirit by dressing in their team colors and decorating 
their classroom door. A $5 Dunkin Donut gift card and a medal was presented to the win-
ners of the door decorating competition, which was voted on by Fassett Office staff, Mrs. 
Carol Molnar, Ms. Jennifer Coy, and Superintendent Gregory. The top three door winners 
were: Baylor (Mrs. Kissling), Maryland (Mrs. Hesselbart), and the top team was Virgina 
(Ms. Smoyer).  The top four received Haas Bakery Donuts and basketball stress balls.  
Lots of hard work and creativity went into all of the doors! 

In each round of the tournament, teams battled it out to score the most “points” in 
ALEKs. Winning teams advanced through the bracket by outscoring their opponent by 
learning more ALEKs topics. In each round, the leading scorer on each side of the bracket 
received a prize. As teams advanced, the competition became fierce! The final four teams 
each received Haas Bakery doughnuts. Our final four teams were Texas (Mrs. Anderson), 
Cincinnati (Mrs. Davis), Bowling Green (Mrs. Batson), and Loyola (Ms. Behnken). 

Our 2021 ALEKs 
March Madness Champions 
were Texas. Congratulations 
to Mrs. Anderson’s class for 
winning the competition! A 
huge congratulations goes 
out to all of our Fassett 
students for successfully 
completing a total of 4,842 
topics throughout the tour-
nament.   Shout out to Mrs. 
Batson and Mrs. Miller for 
hosting an awesome whole-
school competition!

I CAN READ 
ANYWHERE!

During Jerusalem’s Right to Read week 
of May 17-21, Jerusalem students and staff 
showed all the many places you can read.  
Staff and student pictures were displayed 
throughout the hallways. We celebrated 
Right to Read week by having spirit dress 
up days.  

Monday - Wear animal print or an ani-
mal picture 

Tuesday - Dress like a twin day 
Wednesday - Read a shirt day
Thursday - Game day
Friday - American Pride day (wear red, 

white, and blue)

MATH FOR THE 
REAL WORLD

Students in Mr. Ellis’s Integrated 
Tech Math class used a nice spring day 
to put their skills to the test.  After fin-
ishing a unit on trigonometry, students 
were challenged to find heights of objects 
around Clay’s campus such as the wind-
mill and stadium lights.  Using a protrac-
tor, fishing line, washer, and a straw, each 
student created their own clinometer to 
measure angle of elevation.  Students 
then needed to measure the angle of 
elevation, as well as the distance from 
the object.  After using some trig func-
tions, students then were able to find the 
heights of various objects too tall to mea-
sure by a tape measure alone.  It was an 
enjoyable day being outside and applying 
math to real world situations.

EVERYONE CLIMBS!
On Thursday April 22, 2021, Jerusalem 

Elementary received a new addition to the gymna-
sium.  An Adaptive Climbing wall was installed in the 
gymnasium providing students of all ages and abilities 
the opportunity to experience a traverse climbing wall.  
This climbing wall accommodates students by includ-
ing larger foot holds for a safer climbing experience 
and also larger hand grips to ensure the student has a 
firm grasp on the hold.

Mrs. Ostrander can read in a shark hat!

Ms. Stacy can read 
with her bus riders! 
(picture not taken 
while moving)

Seniors Andy Kessler, Areanna Morrison 
and Alex Bolinger

Junior Marissa 
Garcia and 
Sophomore 
Ace Derrer

Juniors Dominic Ruswinkle, Blake Karrick 
and Zach Plavcan

ENVISION, EMPOWER AND IGNITE!

VIRTUAL FORT 
MEIGS

The 4th Grade GT class took a virtual 
field trip to Fort Meigs and then students 
dressed as a private (boys) or a camp fol-
lower (girls). The men served in the army 
during the War of 1812 and camp follow-
ers were the wives of enlisted men who 
had the job of laundress.

Braiden Collins Ilse Goetz

GRANDMA ROSE 
LENDING LIBRARY 

DEDICATED
First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy once 

said, “There are many little ways to 
enlarge your world. Love of books is the 
best of all.” The unveiling of Coy’s new 
Lending Library on April 30 was a cel-
ebration dedicated to Rose Belville, who 
over the course of 18 years, has lived out 
that saying by sharing her love of books 
and reading with the students at Coy. 
With a collection of her favorites in hand, 
each week Grandma Rose (as students 
and staff affectionately know her) visits 
all of the classes to take them on reading 
journeys. Anyone peeking into a class-
room during one of her visits will find a 
group of mesmerized children absorbing 
every word she reads. The example she 
has set through her years of volunteering 
has truly enlarged the world of countless 

Coy students. We could not think of a 
more fitting way to show our gratitude 
and recognize her example for love of 
reading than through the creation of a 
Lending Library dedicated to her. We 
forever thank you Grandma Rose.  You 
have lovingly tended and nurtured read-
ing seeds planted at Coy year after year. 
The Grandma Rose Lending Library 
was dedicated on April 30, 2021 to Rose 
Belville for helping to grow a garden of 
readers.

Clay Junior, 
Maycie Breeden

MORE PI, PLEASE
We’ve had some amazing things hap-

pen this year at school.  Some of you know 
that Sunday, March 14th, was International 
Pi Day.  Monday, March 15th, we finished 
the eighth annual Pi Day reciting contest 
here at Eisenhower Intermediate School.  
Contestants had to memorize the first 50 
digits of Pi by March 8th in order to qualify 
for the finals.  From there, the sky's the limit.  
We had 16 contestants participate in the 
finals this year and we want to thank all of 
those who participated.  Congratulations to 
our third place winner, Lillian Cordell, who 
memorized 180 digits.  Second place winner 
is Thomas McLear, who memorized 214 dig-
its.  And the winner of the 2021 Eisenhower 
Intermediate School Pi day reciting contest 
is Emma St. Pierre, who memorized a grand 
total of 221 digits of Pi.  That’s right, she 
memorized 221 random numbers in a row!  
Truly amazing.  Congratulations, again, to 
all of those who participated.



of kindness. Thank you, too, to our local 
Kiwanis Club for sponsoring our K-Kids 
service learning group here at Starr.
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Starr Elementary students, in all 
grades, are participating in a new gar-
dening project at school this year during 
STEAM class. Students planted vegeta-
ble seeds in self-watering recycled water 
bottle planters and grew the seedlings on 
their classroom windowsills.  Students 
then transplanted the seedlings into the 

school’s new raised bed gardens. This was 
a wonderful hands-on learning experi-
ence for everyone. It is also a community 
involvement initiative, since the gardens 
will need to be tended to over the summer 
by volunteers. The beds were funded by 
grants from the Oregon-Northwood Rotary 
Club and Oregon Schools Foundation.

SCOUTS TEAM 
WITH BENCH 

FARMS
The fourth grade Webelos have 

joined forces with Mrs. Kujawa, 
STEAM Instructor, and Bench 
Farms to add ten new plants to the 
prairie outside of Coy Elementary.   
To earn their Cub Scout loop, Cooper 
Alexander, Clark Csehi, Jackson 
Donley, Sebastian Sauerwein, and 
Bennett Viers completed several 
tasks, one of which included plant-
ing native plants that would help 
the environment.  They had to iden-
tify what the plants would be used 
for and then care for the plants dur-
ing the summer months.  With the 
support of Mrs. Kujawa, the scouts 
planted milkweed plants and Black-
eyed Susans so Coy Elementary 
students would be able to observe 
monarch caterpillars and butterflies 
in their natural environment.  Thank 
you to Bench Farms for the gen-
erous donation of plants for this 
project.

MASTERING WORDS
The WordMasters Challenge™ is a national competition for students in grades 3-8 that encourages growth in vocabulary and 

verbal reasoning.  Each year, over 125,000 students from some of the best public and private schools throughout the United States 
participate in the WordMasters Challenge. Unlike other language arts competitions for this age group – which focus on grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, and other language mechanics – the WordMasters Challenge™ helps students learn to think both analytically 
and metaphorically.  The contest addresses higher-level word comprehension and verbal reasoning in two ways:

● It challenges students to complete analogies based on relationships among words they have learned.
● It bases the analogies on special vocabulary lists, developed for each grade and difficulty level by experienced teachers, which 

participants are encouraged to study before each meet.
Excellence in the competition will require both a mastery of the meanings of the vocabulary words (of a difficulty appropriate 

to each grade level) and thoughtful reasoning about the relationships between these words and more familiar language used in the 
competition’s analogies. 

The OCS gifted department participates in the challenge three times per year. Congratulations to our spring WordMasters champions!

A MINDFUL YOGA 
ADVENTURE

Starr students have enjoyed explor-
ing yoga and mindfulness this year. 
Thanks to two grants, an ODE K-12 
Prevention Education Initiative Grant 
and an Oregon Schools Foundation 
Grant, students have learned yoga 
poses, breathing techniques and mind-
fulness strategies. Julie Taylor, school 
counselor, and Pam Newton, para-
professional, participated in a Yoga 4 
Classrooms training. They then cre-
ated a series of “Yoga & Mindfulness 
Adventure!” videos for students to 
watch both at school and at home. 
Students also received yoga mats to 
encourage them to continue this won-
derful lifelong activity. 

Research shows that yoga and 
mindfulness support the development 
of the whole child. These practices 
have been shown to improve student 
learning, social-emotional develop-
ment, coping skills, and overall well-
ness. They also help students develop 
the awareness needed to regulate emo-
tions, manage impulses, develop empa-
thy, and be more present and engaged 
both at school and at home.

GRANT LEADS TO STARR STUDENTS GROWING VEGETABLES

Eisenhower saw extraordinary "End of Year" results in the Gold division of WordMasters.  Six Eisenhower students earned an 
honorable mention for placing in the top 10% of the nation. Congratulations to 5th Graders: Asa Shortridge and Gabrielle Cathers and 
6th Graders: Jackson Shortridge, Kyla McDonald, Rebecca Norden, and Braelynn Rogers. WAY TO GO!

1st place 
6th grade, 
Rebecca Norden

1st Place 
5th grade, 
Asa Shortridge

1st Place 
4th grade, 
Aria Grady

National Winners, 6th Grade, Jackson Shortridge, Kyla McDonald, Rebecca Norden 
and Braelynn Rogers

National Winners, 5th Grade, Asa Shortridge 
and Gabrielle Cathers

7th Grade 
Co-Champion, 
Lucas Titgemeyer

7th Grade 
Co-Champion, 
Zach Conley

8th grade 
Co-Champion, 
Logan Lohner

8th grade 
Co-Champion, 
Karina Espinosa

STARR SCHOOL 
ADOPTS A 
GORILLA!

Starr School is excited to announce 
that we have adopted a gorilla from the 
Toledo Zoo! This would not have been 
possible without the hard work of K-Kids 
members and the support of Starr students 
and families. Fourteen dedicated K-Kids 
members assembled, sold, addressed, and 
delivered over 1,200 Valentine’s cards 
during our annual Valentine’s Post Office. 
Altogether, K-Kids members raised $328 
through this amazing service project. 

By donating the money 
raised to the Toledo Zoo, Starr 
School proudly became a Zoo 
PAL (Proud Animal Lover), 
and we were able to adopt a 
gorilla. Our Zoo PAL dona-
tion will go directly to the 
diet, enrichment, and health 
of one of the zoo’s goril-
las. Thank you, again, to the 
K-Kids members for taking 
on this project and to our Starr 
students and families for par-
ticipating in this amazing act 
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One of the most anticipated activi-
ties 6th graders look forward to is Camp 
Michindoh.  This year, however, students 
were unable to attend camp due to COVID 
restrictions.  Our 6th grade teachers are 
advocates for this experience and worked 
extremely hard planning a “camp at Ike” 
opportunity for our 6th graders.  Specials 
teachers, office staff, cafeteria staff, and 
monitors also had a big part in making this 
experience a success. Three days of activi-
ties and classes resulted in many experi-
ences that our students have not been able 
to have this school year. 

The day started off in the auditorium, 
where 6th grade teachers taught camp 
songs, performed a skit, and delivered 
mail.  Students then went to the first of 
three morning classes. After the third class, 
students had a picnic style lunch out on 
the back lawn.  Students then headed back 
into the building for their fourth, and final 
class of the day.  To end the day, everyone 
gathered back into the auditorium to watch 
student skits that were learned that day in 
Drama class.     

PIONEER FOOD - Ike Adventure 
campers got an authentic taste of pioneer 
life. They made their own butter by shak-
ing small jars filled with heavy cream. 
Then, they ate this butter on pancake-like 
cornmeal flatbreads, which the pioneers 
called johnny cakes. The Pioneer Food 
classroom was filled with the subtle sound 
of cream turning to butter, the smell of 
johnny cakes cooking on the griddle, the 
warmth of a realistic cardboard campfire, 
and the sight of hungry, happy campers 
enjoying good food and each other's com-
pany.

PIONEER LIFE - During the Ike 
Adventure, students were able to learn 
about candle-making and its importance in 
the pioneer days. Eisenhower “Pioneers” 
were able to make their own hand-dipped 
candles using cotton string and beeswax.   
Modern day conveniences, such as Crock 
pots, were able to offer a flame-free melt-
ing method.  In addition to making can-
dles, students also got to put their creative 
skills to work making yarn crafts, and try-
ing their hand at some pioneer trivia.      

SURVIVAL SKILLS - This class was 
a technology-based survival skills escape 
room. A crazy story was fabricated that 
had the teachers lost in the wilderness, and 
the students were enlisted to rescue them. 
Students had to submit correct answers to 
questions in order to save all the teachers. 
The students enjoyed the goofy scenarios, 
which included silly stories about each 

teacher.
PREDATOR/PREY – Predator 

vs. Prey was a hoot at IKE Adventure! 
Students explored the food chain through 
a critter investigation. They watched a 
special video about an owl, then they had 
the opportunity to dissect an owl pellet. 
Many students dug into the pellet, shar-
ing the bones they found! They had to 
compare the bones to different animals 
on a bone identification sheet, in order to 
determine what their owl had eaten. They 
were intrigued by the amount of bones, 
but excited to keep digging. We even had 
some bone collectors! 

TIE DYE – Students reviewed how 
to mix primary colors to get secondary 
colors and were shown different designs 
they could use for their own shirts.  Each 
student was then given an Ike Adventure 
t-shirt to tie dye however they chose.

DRAMA – Each traveling group was 
split into two groups.  Each group learned 
a skit that they performed on stage during 
the afternoon auditorium time.  

CRAFTS – Students made bird feed-
ers out of water bottles and learned how 
to make boondoggles, which they could 
make into keychains and bracelets.  

SCIENCE HEADS – Students each 
made a headband and within their group, 
played a game similar to Hedbandz, which 
is a family guessing game. A student put a 
science term in their headband and the rest 
of the group had to give clues in hopes the 
word would be guessed correctly.   

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES – Activities 
during this outdoor class included a Gaga 
Ball tournament, corn hole, ladder ball, 
sidewalk checkers, Kan Jam, and Twister. 
Students were able to choose and rotate 
between activities. 

NATURE’S NURSERY – On day one 
of camp, the Nature’s Nursey staff brought 
a tortoise, a turtle, and a snake to show 
the students. On day two, they brought 
an opossum, a rabbit, and a bat. Different 
animal artifacts, such as pelts, skins, and 
bones were brought in as well.  Thank you 
EPSSO for funding this activity and mak-
ing it possible for our students.  

SCAVENGER HUNT – In groups, 
students had to find items that were on 
a list they were given.  One student in 
each group took pictures of each item.  
Points were then awarded to groups for 
every item they found.  Examples of items 
included on the list were: a shadow, a 
sphere, a teacher helping a student, a fork, 
a sad rock, and many other items that 
required students to be creative. 

Hog Dogs! Hamburgers! Chocolate 
Chip Cookies! Fresh Strawberries! Rice 
Kristie Treats!

IKE ADVENTURE (Camp at Ike) 
coordinated with Norine Combs, our head 
chef, for three days of delicious camp-
style meals served suited for sitting in the 
shade with friends.  Students didn’t get to 
travel to camp this year, so they held it at 
Ike.  Camp food is a special treat for 6th 
grade while attending camp. Norine didn't 
want us to miss out on this special treat, so 
she created a terrific menu. 

Monday - 1/4 pound gourmet hot-
dog on a bun with ketchup and mustard, 

mini carrots, cinnamon applesauce, fruit 
snacks, and cold Toft's milk

Tuesday - 1/4 pound all beef patty 
on a bun with ketchup and mustard, fresh 
tater tots, fresh strawberries, and a choco-
late chip cookie.

Wednesday (not shown) - Crispy 
chicken sandwich, spiral fries, apple slic-
es and a Rice Krispie treat.

Students joined each other on the 
Ike green lawn to sit on a towel and eat 
together but not so close together. "We 
love eating like this!  Can we eat like this 
every day?"  one student asked, while eat-
ing on the lawn. 

CAMP LUNCH BROUGHT 
TO IKE ADVENTURE

Devin Estep in Nature's Nursery class

Teachers performing the Bandana skit 

Mrs. Materni’s traveling group making 
butter in Pioneer Food.

Jaelyn Rowe and Addison Ziegelhofer 
dissect an owl pellet

Kyleigh Cullen and Cecilia Downing 
cracking the code in Survival Skills

Chelsia Partin, Emma St. Pierre, and Audrey 
Vriezelaar being creative in Tie Dye class

Mrs. Nowak’s traveling group making 
candles in Pioneer Life

IKE ADVENTURE
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