Children (Clay Alumni)
Kevin Snyder Class of 1978
Kim (Snyder) Martin Class of 1981
James Snyder Class of 1985
John Snyder Class of 1986
Karen (Snyder) Manthey Class of 1987

Grand Children (Clay Alumni)
Tristin Snyder Class of 2015
Callie Snyder (Class President) Class of 2016
Alexandria Manthey (Class President) Class of 2020
Easton Snyder Class of 2021
Braylon Snyder Current Freshman - Class of 2025
Additional Grandchildren (Not Alumni) – Justin Snyder, Joey Snyder, Michael Snyder,
Roxanne Rodegeb, Jay Snyder, Matthew Martin, Nicholas Martin, Sammi Martin.

Please consider Michael E. Snyder as a Distinguished Hall of Fame nominee for 2022.
Michael E. Snyder is the epitome of the word volunteer. He has dedicated his life to
serving others and should be recognized for his years of volunteer service throughout
the City of Oregon and the surrounding community. Along with the details below you
will find a letter of nomination from Mary Wolff from the East Toledo Senior Center.
She had submitted his name to Medical Mutual for a Volunteer of the year award. Her
nomination goes into detail describing the volunteer service Mike has performed
throughout the years in our community.
I am sure there are many more stories like this but when I was younger, I recall a time
that he went to the bank to deposit his paycheck. The former Ohio Citizens Bank had a
tricky drive thru to maneuver. He no sooner left and was back again. It turns out there
was a stranded motorist with 1 tire over the high curb in the drive thru and the rest on
the other side. He ran home to get his heavy--duty jack and other supplies needed to
help this lady out of her predicament. That’s just the kind of guy my dad is –
ALL.OF.THE.TIME. Not just occasionally, he is always and forever willing to help
someone else.

Another example to share . . . we know of 2 different neighbors that he has helped with
installing chair lifts for wheelchairs. This allowed handicapped accessibility for them to
be able to stay in their home and not have to go into a facility. These actions are out of
the kindness of his heart. He is not being paid to do them and would certainly not
accept payment. He sees a need in the community and takes it upon himself to fix it.
– Karen Manthey
A very young Michael (Mike) Snyder on the Oregon Fire Department

Another Picture from the archives with Michael (Mike) Snyder with a brand new Fire
Truck for the City of Oregon

Mike Snyder retired after 43 years on the Oregon Fire Department and during those
years of service also became District #2 Fire Chief. Upon his retirement the City of
Oregon Proclaimed October 1, 2002 as “Mike Snyder Day”.

Receiving his Proclamation at the City of Oregon Offices

Pictured here holding granddaughter Alexandria Manthey
(Class of 2020) on “Mike Snyder Day”

Mike has volunteered for over 25 years putting flags on the graves of deceased Oregon
Fire Fighters. This involves driving to cemeteries all over the City of Oregon and
surrounding areas to place the flags before Memorial Day then also remove the flags
after Memorial Day.

Mike was instrumental in getting the Oregon Fire Fighter Museum up and running. He
has volunteered his time for over 3 years. He is a Trustee and the current Treasurer for
the Oregon Fire Fighters Museum. His name is listed in the Metro Press as the contact
person to reach for private tours, which he is happy to do.

Received the Blue Coat of the Year Award for 2014 – 2015 through Knights of Columbus.
This award is given to a Knight that is involved in Law Enforcement or Fire Service for
their dedication and service to the community. (award pictured below)

The Snyder family received the Family of the year award for Knights of Columbus in
2021. Picture of Mike and his wife Judy of over 63 years.

Mike has been volunteering as a Knights of Columbus member for a number of years.
His ranking is a 4th Degree Sir Knight. He walks twice a year for the March for Life Walk
for the Knights of Columbus in remembrance of all unborn children. This is a Prolife
walk. March for Life has been a vital part of Knights’ efforts to defend life from

conception to natural death. Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Fraternal Organization
dedicated to promoting and conducting educational, charitable, religious and social
welfare works. Mike has also volunteered to “stand guard” during funeral services
Knight members that have passed.
He volunteers at Sacred Heart Church (Epiphany of the Lord) to take communion every
week to shut ins. He volunteers so much that the current Priests call him “Mr. Sacred
Heart”. Pictured below assisting his great grandson learning how to be a server at mass.
He is a Sacristan, Eucharistic Minister, Server when needed.

Attends Mass at Historic St. Patrick’s Every year to honor lives of the firemen lost in the
attacks of 9/11.

Reached the milestone of total Blood donations of 20 GALLONS of blood on Sept. 30,
2016.

Sings weekly in the Sacred Heart Church Choir and below Singing in the Choir at
Handel’s Messiah performance with People from all over the city coming together to
present this amazing performance for the Christmas Season in December 2021.

Pictured with his wife Judy and daughter Kim (Snyder) Martin Class of 1981 who also
sang in the performance.

Mike also works tirelessly at the German American Festival every year. A few days
before it begins, he can be found shucking corn and then spends the entire day the
festival after cleaning the grounds. Did I mention he is going to be 85 years old this
year?

Mike golfs on a retiree league for General Motors and has volunteered his time to be
the score keeper. He keeps the statistics on his computer and reports back every week
the standings for the league.

Along with his volunteering outside of the home he assisted as a caregiver for his
Mother-in-Law whom he moved into the family home and helped with her care until her
passing. Years later he assisted as a caregiver for his own mother until her passing at
104 years old.

Mike Snyder in the Clay High School Band

Mike Snyder Class of 1956 in his Cap and Gown (left). Pictured Mike Snyder Class of
1956, Jennie (Snyder) Heeren Class of 1954 and Daniel Snyder Class of 1966. (right)

